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Flippers & Mask 
It was not until local Councillors 

sighted Proposals for Change in 

Taunton Town Centre dated 

October 2007, that they realised 

that Trull has potentially a greater 

involvement in these prospective 

developments than expected.  

Ch. 10 explains that significant 

parts of central Taunton, 

including three or four major 

sites for regeneration, are at risk 

of flooding.  Solutions involve a 

combination of on-site raising of 

ground levels and off-site flood 

storage facilities.  The latter is 

where we come in.  Land at Long 

Run Farm will provide     flood 

storage for Firepool, the Third 

Way scheme and part of Tangier.  

Another potential contribution 

would be flood storage measures 

on the Sherford Stream, as one of 

the main tributaries that enter the 

Tone upstream of the town 

centre.  Next year there will be an 

appraisal and environmental 

assessment of the land beside the 

stream in the Wild Oak Lane area 

to see if it is suitable for this 

purpose.  If so, in subsequent 

years (subject, of course, to the 

normal planning procedures) 

such a facility could be planned 

and constructed.  To see what this 

might mean, visit the flood 

storage facility being constructed 

at Norton Fitzwarren (north of 

the Milverton Road near Montys 

Farm).  

Any comments on this or other 

aspects of the Proposals must be 

in to TDBC Planning by 5:00 pm 

on Thursday 6
th
 December.   

They can be viewed online, at 

Deane House, or borrowed from 

Don Archer (see contact details 

in final column).  

 

Trull PC Meeting 
10

th 
December 2007 @ 7.15 pm  
Trull School Hall 

Including report on recent 

Housing Needs Survey, and 

budget setting for 2008/9. 

Minutes of November’s meeting 

can be viewed at the Post Office 

and on the website.  

Suck and Go 
Although gully clearance around 

the parish is continuing as 

normal, we still need to know 

where there are any problems so 

that they can be fixed before 

flooding occurs. Please report 

these to Nick Hancock (see final 

column), who will liaise with 

Somerset Highways. 

 

SCC Safety Gong 
 On 12

th
 November, Somerset 

County Council launched a 

search to find the unsung 

community heroes helping to 

make the county a safer place to 

live. Nominations are now 

invited for the first ever Safer 

Somerset Awards. These seek out 

and recognise those who have 

gone the extra mile to help 

reduce crime and improve 

community safety. 

There are five award categories, 

and they are open to any 

individuals and groups linked to 

Crime Reduction Partnerships or 

local authorities, including 

service providers from the 

voluntary, community, social, 

not-for-profit or private sectors. 

Nomination forms, closing date 

15 January, are available online 

or by calling 01823 357837.   

The awards will be presented at 

Halsway Manor in Crowcombe 

on 28 February.  

 

All Smoke 
It is now over six months since 

Somerset Fire & Rescue Service 

combined with Devon.  The old 

Somerset HQ at Hestercombe 

House moved to the new Service 

Headquarters at Exeter. Fire 

Control (Somerset) remains at 

Hestercombe until the Regional 

Control Centre is completed. 

Devon is also maintaining its Fire 

Control until then.  The two 

Somerset Area Commands are 

West Somerset at Chiltern House, 

Taunton and East Somerset at 

Yeovil Fire Station. 

There have been some difficulties 

in communications since the 

combination. As well as the usual 

999, there is a Fire Safety Line: 

01823 365365 

The Fire Service corporate plan 

can be viewed on the internet at 

the following website: 

http://www.dsfire.gov.uk/DevonFi

re/Home/ 
  

SCC !ews 
Waste Collection: A seven-year 

contract to reduce recycling waste 

by 50% has been awarded to the 

current providers, ECT Recycling 

Ltd. Pilot trials to pick up 

cardboard and plastic are planned 

to begin in early 2008. 

ISIS Project: SCC and TDBC 

have signed a contract with IBM to 

improve a range of ICT services. 

There are potential savings for 

others, such as the Police, (but 

mind that child benefit data!). 

Park and Ride: Following the 

success of Silk Mills, a second site 

at Hankridge by the M5 junction  

is under consideration. 

 

 



Duck or Grouse? 
There is no reported avian 

influenza in Somerset, but with 

so many wild fowl there is 

concern. Any suspicious wild 

bird deaths, involving 10 or more 

birds of any species, can be 

reported by contacting the 

Department for Environment, 

Food and Rural Affairs (Defra) 

on 08459 335577; or Somerset 

County Council’s Animal Health 

& Welfare Team on 01823 

660050. 

 

Supporting Act 
“With the darker evenings it is 

easier to identify empty houses. 

A simple timer switch for a table 

lamp or TV makes the house look 

occupied. We are currently 

promoting a scheme where 

people ‘nominate a neighbour’.  

Should visitors call unexpectedly 

and the householder is concerned, 

the caller is re-directed to the 

nominated neighbour, who will 

be present when the caller makes 

his/her pitch.  Most try to sell you 

something, but recently there 

have been a number of bogus 

callers in the area claiming to be 

either water board officials or 

even the police! DO NOT LET 

ANYONE INTO YOUR HOME 

UNINVITED. If you are 

suspicious, PLEASE phone us. 

For details of the scheme, call 

your beat manager for 

information and FREE crime 

prevention advice, on voicemail 

01823 363287 and 770108 at the 

prompt. Usual number: 0845 456 

7000. Regards until next month. 

PCSO 7309 Kelly Browning.” 

 

Local Diary 
Sold Out Pantomime – Aladdin 

6-8
th
 Dec. - Trull Memorial Hall. 

Tel: 284972 for returned tickets  

Carols by Candlelight - Trull 

School - Friday 14
th
 Dec. at 6pm. 

 

Wattle and Daub 
The Parish Council decided to 

make no objection to: 

• single storey extension at Lea 
Bank, Dipford Road 

• garage, additional windows 

(with conditions), fence and gates 

at new house in Trull Green 

Drive 

• replacement dwelling at 2 

Gatchell Green 

• work to eight pine trees at 7 
Furlong Green 

and to support an extension at 

Amberd Barton, Amberd Lane.  

 

Under-foot 
The cost of recent works to 

improve the muddy footpath at 

the bottom of the playing field is 

under discussion with SCC 

Rights of Way Team (ROWT). 

The Parish Council believes that 

once the material has bedded in 

the surface should improve. 

The old play equipment, swing, 

slide and saw-saw, are in need of 

safety maintenance. They will 

have to be removed for repairs 

costing approx. £1000.  

 

Off Road !ews 
John White, our Footpath Liaison 

Officer, reported the following:   

• ROWT is to investigate a 

report of poor access and signing 

to foot-path T29/23, south of 

Higher Dipford Farm, and the 

problem gate at the Honiton 

Road end of footpath T21/30. 

• “Please keep to the footpath” 
signs, plus new fencing, will be 

erected beside footpath T21/14 in 

the orchard by Three Bridges.  

  

Footpaths 
John White (Non-councillor) 

Tel: 365991 (Evenings only) 

Email: jwhite2820@btinternet.com 

 

 

 

Councillors 
Geoff Hewett (Chairman) 
Trull Green Farm, Dipford Rd. 
Trull 
Tel: 333630 
 

Sid French (Deputy Chairman/ 
TCCDG) 
Spearcey Farm, Staplehay 
Tel: 275868 
Email: 
charlesfrench@btconnect.com 
 

Don Archer (Planning/School) 
5 Church Road, Trull 
Tel: 333394 
Email: donald@waitrose.com 
 

Fiona Drew (Website) 
1 Kibbear Cottages, Trull 
Tel: 253416 
Email: fldrew@somerset.gov.uk 
 
!ick Hancock (Highways) 
Heatherdene, Comeytrowe Road. 
Tel: 337100 
Email:  
nick.hancock@albertgoodman.co.uk 
 

Ann Hudson (Planning)  
Amberd Farm, Amberd Lane, 
Staplehay 
Tel: 252627 
Email: hudson_ann@btinternet.com 

 

Simon Jeffery (Community 

Centre Working Party)  

Spypost House, Staplehay 

Tel: 322001 

Email: steerside@aol.com 
 
Peter Parris (Tree Warden)     
Lower Kibbear Farm 
Tel: 284873 
 

Colin Ralph (Party in Park) 
Canonsgrove Farm, Trull 
Tel: 279720 
Email: c.ralph57@btinternet.com 

 

Jo Wooldridge 
(!ewsletter/Playing Field/ 
Memorial Halls) 
21 Church Road, Trull 
Tel: 253057 
Email: jo@jandtwooldridge.co.uk 
 

Steve Watts 
(Parish Clerk/Allotments) 
39 Queens Drive, Taunton 
Tel: 251277 
Email: srwatts1@aol.com 

 


